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+ In the Name of Jesus + 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and 
from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Our text is the Holy 
Gospel appointed for this third Sunday after our Lord’s 
Epiphany, from the eighth chapter of Matthew. 
 
When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to 
him, appealing to him, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed 
at home, suffering terribly.”  And he said to him, “I will 
come and heal him.”  But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am 
not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the 
word, and my servant will be healed.  For I too am a man 
under authority, with soldiers under me.  And I say to one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes.  
When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who 
followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I 
found such faith.”  Thus far the words of our Lord. 
 
Word of Jesus’ miracles had traveled far and wide.  People 
had heard of his ability to turn water into wine, and the 
crowds were amazed with his teaching.  Everywhere he 
went, he was accompanied by a sizable entourage.  As we 
have heard today, even Gentiles came to him.  And it was 
the Gentiles who expressed such faith that caused Jesus to 
marvel, for he could not find such among his own people 
Israel. 
 

This gentile centurion who pleads with Jesus on behalf of 
his paralyzed servant was not one who had grown up 
hearing the Word of God and awaiting salvation through the 
Messiah.  And yet he comes to Jesus with full faith in his 
ability to heal his servant—an ability that is found in Jesus’ 
authority over all creation, even over sickness and death 
itself. 
 
Authority is something that this Roman centurion, a soldier, 
would know a little bit about.  He himself lives within the 
chain of command.  He gives orders, and they are carried 
out.  He carries out the orders he receives.  Yet, despite his 
great influence and authority, he cannot order his servant to 
rise and walk, for such an order would be useless.  Nor can 
he exercise authority over the illness and order it to leave his 
stricken servant.  But he knows Jesus can.  And he trusts in 
Jesus’ ability to do just that.  Jesus had such authority, and 
as we have heard this morning, he healed the paralyzed 
servant through speaking a mere word. 
 
The simplicity with which Jesus miraculously healed the 
sick—merely speaking a command, shows us a couple of 
things.  First, it demonstrates Jesus’ power over sickness and 
death.  He has the ability, the divine authority, to heal the 
sick and raise the dead with the power of his word.  We are 
all familiar with the miraculous healings Jesus performed, 
and this instance is nothing new or unique.  But 
understanding Jesus’ miracles in general is vital, because 
misunderstanding their purpose poses a danger to the faith of 
believers. 
 
Christ Jesus, who is true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, has 



within himself the authority to heal what was sick and raise 
that which was dead.  Just as the Roman centurion had the 
authority to issue orders to his subordinates, so Jesus had the 
authority over his creation—the heavens, the earth, and all 
that is in them.  Thus, he was indeed able to heal the infirm 
bodies of people stricken with disease.  But it is all too easy 
to hear of such miracles and ask the question of the skeptic:  
why were only some healed and not all?  And it is especially 
grievous to the tortured body and soul to inquire Why 
doesn’t my Lord heal me of my infirmity—remove from me 
all of my crosses—as he surely could do?  It was so easy for 
him to do it for those people—why not for me?  He didn’t 
even have to go to the paralyzed servant—he spoke the 
word, and the man was healed from that hour.  Why doesn’t 
he do that today? 
 
Indeed, why doesn’t God grant us relief from our 
sicknesses—from our pains, our sufferings, our miseries?  
Why does he allow his beloved children to be ravaged with 
cancer and Alzheimers?  Why do Christian parents who 
believe in their Lord and trust in him have to suffer the 
heartbreak of miscarriages, stillborns, or life-ending 
tragedy?  If he can heal us the way he healed the paralyzed 
servant, why didn’t he heal Christopher Reeve?  Why does 
he allow anyone to go through life in a wheelchair?  Why do 
not all who are suffering hear the words Rise and walk? 
 
Such questions have consumed the hearts and minds of 
God’s children both in their times of trial and for the sake of 
others.  But they are the wrong questions.  We confess that 
God indeed can heal us.  All things are possible with God—
there isn’t anything he can’t do.  But we must repent of our 
insistence that God operate according to our wisdom and our 

desire.  Our insistence that he restore fully our broken bodies 
according to our own will and not according to his causes us 
to shun his broken body.  You see, if we ask why he doesn’t 
just heal all of us in our bodies, we’d also have to ask why 
he didn’t avoid the cross and keep himself whole! 
 
Jesus went to the cross to do more for us than rescue us from 
our arthritis and back pain.  He did far more for us there than 
assuaging our bereavement and sorrow.  Our Lord died there 
to heal us eternally.  He died there to earn for us full pardon 
and forgiveness of our sins, and he rose again to secure the 
future resurrection of all flesh on the Last Day.  Therein he 
grants us healing from the most deadly, cancerous, flesh-
eating condition of all:  our sin.  His death rescues us from 
far more than our physical and emotional pain—our chronic 
discomfort.  He has rescued us from eternal suffering in hell! 
 
In this Epiphany season, in which the manifestation of 
Jesus’ divinity is observed through Bible texts on his 
miracles, we have the opportunity put things back into 
perspective.  God, who is love and the one unchangeable 
Good, will work all things for the good of us who love him.  
Though we are sinners and therefore bound to return to the 
dust from which we came, and we remain subject to 
suffering, death, and decay, our Lord has healed us from the 
eternal consequences of our sin.  And while our bodies break 
down, we know that they will rise again and be free of all 
sickness and infirmity.  For Jesus has the authority to forgive 
us our sins, and he has done it.  We are therefore healed—
we are liberated--from the chains of death.  Jesus has 
authority over death itself and he has defeated it for you and 
for me.  In the +Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.   


